— Andrew Hami lton on Freedom of the Press

In 1733, John Zenger founded the New York Weekly Journal,/ and was critical of

the government.// He was arrested on a charge of libel.// The following is a simplified

excerpt/ of his lawyer's argument in his defense.// The case established/ a strong

precedence/ for freedom of speech.//

"There is heresy in law as well as in religion,/ and both have changed very much.//

Not two centuries ago,/ a man of religion/ would have been burned as a heretic/ for

expressing religious opinions/ which are publicly written and printed today.// They were

men,/ men capable of making mistakes.//

“We take the liberty,/ not only to differ from them in religious opinion,/ but to

condemn them and their opinions too.// I must presume/ that in taking these freedoms/ in

thinking and speaking/ about matters of faith or religion,/ we are in the right;/ for, though

it is said/ there are very great liberties of this kind taken in New York,/ yet I have heard no

examples/ from Mr. Attorney/ of any legal action against offenses of this sort.// From

which I think it is pretty clear/ that in New York a man may make very free with his God,/

but he must take special care what he says of his Government.// All men agree/ that this is

a reign of liberty,/ and while men stick to the truth,/ I hope they may safely speak and write

their feelings about the conduct of men of power.// Were this to be denied,/ then the next

step may make them slaves."//

|733ﬁ¢A JVar - tvoAhH-WEFfma—3—-9 -4 —=0)—-Tv—FIg %
BT L) B ftt+ua71 Bt/ 3*1;%%%%%@%1“%%*%7\// AT fiEfex n e
G hz BorBibt 25810880/ coBRERT UL, BonblE)/
ZhoBEROEDD/)
rE R I EE s L5, ?%%)ért;éi BB, LT BEERECE
TV EF LlLwIFsile

Htimrnn, | 2 ErEE LTKRI R NETH S

tEH Lzt SH. RN iegon, $lRrncnz) #oi
Kicwny ) & tJé%“ TAEMDH 2 AR T 1//

?kﬂtiEEE%zgo/ aa 1}3’(5& LW EE R TARDETTEC oo
%maﬁm#%ﬁffatm ) B LQL‘H’UJ:’&%’LL\/ TNLOABETET S LI
BOT) BEPEEICBNT B LS #km%*ﬁt ST, /ﬂii’é’tﬁwz/ e
h 5, VbﬂTvémrt/:4—3 7@“@&@@&##%r% =mbﬂ1w%t/
W %A mm SHRVA S Y BREEN L) CoBOREIH UENRE -
T—Zk\')ﬁ %// %A Liffﬁ&)‘(ﬂﬂéf—t '):Zb‘la/ :—:—5—7’(ti/\7§“‘?¢t:’)u\‘(§d3
LEETE s ) K ’)k\‘(,:‘?mﬁl A R A z?ﬁnmwaem\u/ TRTO
K= pem: "‘“9“6/ ~m¢amm#mmw LT R S R A NCE R
?fg‘f%%‘) FbORBI >N T E DB E B L. <”tb‘¢tét“<*6”z%*£/f(wé//

:
ZnA

A EINDA L) RO—EEAR BT B2 IR 2S5, |

Vocabulary and Phrases
libel A heresy Hig
excerpt Pk heretic EabrEs
lawyer fri#E+ capable of X X%+ 32 LBHES
defense it presume =45
establish (i take the liberty BT T8I 5/ HB A2 S
precedence ]l make free with WEZb RV
freedom of speech  E&D HE reign ihs %

ST RIAE || Al rights reserved.

Total Number of words used

kTIPS %k

258 words
Time for 120 wpm

129 sec.
Time for 150 wpm

103 sec.
Your BEST TIME

sec.

*BEOMEIIERZER 40 SUERELTHLHELEL LD



Summary® Fill Blank:

A journalist was for in 1773, and his lawyer defended his right to speak the truth about . The
argument is that if it is to punish a man for opinions, it is also wrong to punish him for
opinions. If men are free to the gods, they ought to be free to about the government. If people cannot speak the

about their rulers, they may as well be

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
A journalist was arrested for libel in 1773, and his lawyer defended his right to speak the truth about government. The argument is that if it is wrong to punish a
man for religious opinions, it is also wrong to punish him for political opinions. If men are free to insult the gods, they ought to be free to complain about the government.

If people cannot speak the truth about their rulers, they may as well be slaves.




