— Scottish New Year’

S—

New Year's celebrations are more prominent than Christmas/ in Scotland.// In
fact,/ lowlander disdain for Catholics and dancing/ led to the passing of laws/ which made
Christmas illegal/ from 1640 until 1958.// There is documentation/ of people being
arrested/ for celebrating Christmas/ in Glasgow and Aberdeen.//

The New Year's monopoly on partying/ allowed for the development/ of many
wonderful traditions/ which have spread around the world.// In fact, 20% of all Scottish-
born people/ live outside of Scotland,/ which is the highest percentage of any English
speaking people.// In contrast,/ fewer than 6% of Canadian or American born people/ live
abroad.// The University of Oxford Migration Observatory/ counted over 30 million in the
Scottish diaspora/ at a time when the population of Scotland was only 5.3 million! //

What are some of these traditions?// Houses are thoroughly cleaned.// The first
footing,/ or the first person through the door,/ is said to bring good luck or ill.// In
Scotland/ a tall, dark haired man is best,/ blonds being bad.// Another tradition of New
Year's firsts/ holds that the first shared drink of whisky/ cements a year-long peace,/ or at
least a cessation of hostility,/ between two households.// Auld Lang Syne/ (known in Japan
as the melody of Hotaru no Hikari)/ is sung as the New Year comes/ and the church bells
ring.//

In Japan it is said/ that festivals are the homeland of the heart,/ and the Scottish
agree.// At New Year's,/ people far and near keep the hearth-fire alive, if only in their
hearts,// with a hearty helping of whisky and song.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

New Year's is more in Scotland than because Christmas was for many years. All the
had to happen on . Scottish traditions have because
Scottish people are the most likely of all to live abroad. These include ,
, drinking whisky, and Auld Lang Syne.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
New Year's is more celebrated in Scotland than Christmas because Christmas was illegal for many years. All the parties had to happen on New Year's. Scottish
traditions have spread around the world because Scottish people are the most likely of all English speakers to live abroad. These traditions include house cleaning, first

footing, drinking whisky, and singing Auld Lang Syne.




