— Give Me Liberty, or Give Me Death! -

The following/ is a simplification of a speech/ given by Patrick Henry,/ urging
Colonial America to revolt against her British overlords/ in AD 1775.// The first shot of

the American Revolutionary War/ was fired less than one month later.//

“Do not let yourselves be betrayed by a kiss.// Ask yourselves:/ do their gentle
words explain those warlike preparations/ which cover our waters/ and darken our land?//
Are fleets and armies necessary/ to a work of love and forgiveness?// Must force be applied/
to win back our love?// Let us not lie to ourselves.// These are the implements of war.//
What else are they for?// Does Great Britain have any enemy,/ in this part of the world,/
to call for all this gathering of navies and armies?// No, sir, she has none.// They are meant
for us:/ they can be meant for no other.// Our letters have been ignored;/ our complaints
have been answered/ by violence and insult;/ and we have been turned away, with
contempt,/ from the foot of the throne!// It is useless, after all that,/ to indulge in a childish
hope/ of peace and friendship.// There is no longer any room for hope.// If we wish to be
free, we must fight!// I repeat it, sir, we must fight!// They tell us we are weak.// But when
shall we be stronger?// Gentlemen may cry, "Peace, Peace"/ —but there is no peace.// The
war has already begun!// I do not know what others will do;/ but as for me,/ give me liberty,

or give me death!”//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Patrick Henry gave a in 1775 that helped start the . He told colonists not
to believe the , but to see the gathering and as a threat. He said that there was no more for peace,
and that the war . He concluded with the famous words " , Or

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Patrick Henry gave a speech in 1775 that helped start the American Revolutionary War. He told colonists not to believe the British, but to see the gathering
armies and navies as a threat. He said that there was no more hope for peace, and that the war had already begun. He concluded with the famous words "give me liberty,

or give me death."




