- Love Stories

"All you need is love... eight days a week." - The Beetles//

Boy meets Girl, and sparks fly.// They fight... They kiss!// It is a tale as old as
time.// Love songs are the most popular of pop songs,/ should we trust statistics.// Around
67% of American pop songs from 1960-2010/ were love songs,/ and most stories/ have at
least a sprinkling of romance.// Some adore, others dread the love triangle,/ but none deny/
it, and its polygonal kin, are common.//

The story may be common,/ but is it vulgar, indulgent, escapism?// Dante's
Divine Comedy is a cosmic romance/ best known for The Inferno/ with its vision of hell/
— definitively not escapist, vulgar, or indulgent.// It follows a man, midway upon the
journey of life,/ through hell, purgatory and ultimately paradise.// His first guide is poetry
(love stories &songs),/ then his Beatrice (a real woman),/ then the divine (all and none).//

Romances with happy endings/ are about discovering internal and external
beauty/ despite difficulties.// Tragic loves/ tell how appearances can deceive.// "All this
the world well knows;/ yet none knows well/ to shun the heaven that leads men to this hell"/
cries the Bard.//

Love triangles ask:/ what is best of several goods?// All of life can be likened to
romance/ for all our actions are driven by desire,/ be it for pleasure or pain, revenge or
gain.// Desire is a part of love, of course,/ for good or ill.// By reading, watching, and

singing,/ we develop ideals/ and get to know bittersweet *Philosophy:/ the love of
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Love songs the most popular pop , and many have plots or focused on
. Though some adore and others detest the triangle, it common. Some accuse romance of vulgarity, but Dante
disproves this his Divine . Romantic comedy is discovering beauty, romantic tragedy is about , and
love triangles what is the best of several . By book, , and song, people ideals
and philosophy.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Love songs are the most popular pop music, and many stories have plots or subplots focused on romance. Though some adore and others detest the love triangle,
it remains common. Some accuse romance of vulgarity, but Dante disproves this with his Divine Comedy. Romantic comedy is about discovering beauty, romantic

tragedy is about deceit, and love triangles ask what is the best of several goods. By book, film, and song, people develop ideals and philosophy.




