— Shichi—-go—san -

Shichi-go-san is the Japanese / for 7-5-3, / a celebration for girls of ages
three and seven, / and boys of age five.// Shichi-go-san is on November 15th, / when
it is said / that demons do not walk the earth.// Tokugawa Tsunayoshi prayed for
health / on this day as a child, / then grew up to be Shogun.// He made a death
penalty / for hurting dogs, / kept 50,000 of his own, / and witnessed the 47 Ronin's
revenge.//

Babies once had shaved heads / until age three / when white cotton or
thread was placed on the head / to help them live until the hair grew white.// At
five,/ boys stood on a go board / and wore hakama (Japanese dress) / for the first
time.// Girls first wore obi, / the belt of a kimono, / at age seven.//

These days / parents simply dress up their children, / take them to a

shrine / for a blessing and some candy, / and take lots of pictures.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] [Q&A / A&Q]

Question 1: Why is November 15th a lucky day?

Shichi-go-san is the for 7-5-3, a celebration
for girls of ages three and seven, and boys . Shichi-go-
san 1s on 15th, when it is said that demons do not walk Question 2: How old are boys when they first wear hakama?
the earth. Tokugawa Tsunayoshi prayed for on this day

as a child, then grew up to be Shogun. He made a

. . . tion 3: H d Shichi-Go-San? Would like to?
penalty for hurting dogs, kept 50,000 of his own, and witnessed the 47 Question ave you done SRIchraomsant Tiouid you Hie to

Ronin's revenge.

Babies once had until age three when
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white cotton or thread was placed on the head to help them live until

the hair grew . At five, boys stood on a go board and
wore hakama (Japanese dress) for the first time. Girls first wore obi, Ask 2: Kimono 125> C OB % H2EcE T ¢ 72X 1o
the belt of a , at age seven.
These days simply dress up their children, take
. Ask 3: ALICOWTHID 2T EZHFET1IOENTL AT W
them to a shrine for a and some candy, and take lots of

pictures.




Sample Answer 1: Because demons walk not the earth on that day.

Sample Answer 2: 5

Sample Answer 3: Yes. I dressed up. I thought it was very boring. I want to
do it again because I want to eat candy.
No. I didn’t, but I really want to because the kimono are so cute.

No. I didn’t. I am too old. I want to do it for my own children one day.

Sample Question 1: What did Tokugawa Tsunayoshi love?

Killing what would warrant the death penalty in the reign of Tokugawa
Tsunayoshi?

A Shogun once kept 50,000 of what animal?

Sample Question 2: How are kimono secured?
How old are girls when they first wear kimono with an obi?

ete...

Sample Question 3: Why do parents take so many pictures?
Isn’t it unfair that girls get it twice?
Why don’t demons come out on November 15th?

etc...




