— Trick or Treat -

The earliest record of trick-or-treat like practice / is from Scotland in the 16th
century.// There, / to protect oneself from wicked and vengeful spirits / that roamed the
night when the veil thinned between the worlds, / people would "disguise" themselves as
one of the fiends.// This was the practice of guising.// Children would go from house to
house in their disguises / and perform a trick such as a song or dance / in exchange for a
treat.//

This is a variation / on the medieval practice of mumming: masked festival
drama.// Costumed performers would enact a play / in the street, from door to door, pub
to pub, or in a Lord's hall.// In some areas of the UK, / mummers have a tradition of
"souling" / on All Souls Day (the final day of the grand festival that Halloween begins), /
taking a fee for their shows / and offering to pray for the souls of the departed.// Small
communities would gather for mumming on saints days, / and the most prominent
character in mumming is St. George.// Organized mumming is a living folk-tradition / that
is still practiced / in Ireland, the UK (the only place it still sometimes occurs on Halloween
or All Souls), Canada, and the United States of America.//

This Christian tradition continues to this day / as children all around the world
dress up for Halloween, and trick-or-treat.// Because 19th century scholars assumed / that
all folk traditions were inherently non-Christian, / contemporary historians have yet to

dispel/ the popular modern myth / of a pagan Halloween.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Trick or treating began in . Children dressed as for protection from , then went
from door to door doing so as to be rewarded with a . Use of masks is called , and
began in the , though most mumming now occurs not on Halloween, but . Trick or

treating is enjoyed by children

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Trick or treating began in Scotland. Children dressed as ghosts for protection from ghosts, then went from door to door doing tricks so as to be
rewarded with a treat. Use of masks is called mumming, and began in the middle ages, though most mumming now occurs not on Halloween, but

Christmas. Trick or treating is enjoyed by children all around the world.




