— Looking Glass

Young honeymooners tour the Lake District, / the bride disappointed. // She sees unscenic
sites, / not quite as pictured. // The paintings looked so different! // She turns her back / on the mist-
bound mountains looming over the lakes. // She turns her back/ on the beauty /that inspired the
immortal words / of Wordsworth and Coleridge and Southey.*// She turns her back / on her
husband.// She turns to the black mirror* in her hand / for comfort.// She throws a filter on it, / which
puts her mind at ease. // Turning the device upon her husband, too, / she hopes to remember him /
as imaged through the lens, through the filter,/ gorgeously glowing. //

The scene is a satire; / a satire written in the year of our Lord, 1798, / well over two hundred
years ago. // The woman was using a Claude-Lorrain glass, / a black, handheld, convex mirror / used
by landscape painters / to assist with composition. // Various filters were available for purchase. // It
proved more popular with tourists than painters. // In those early days of tourism, / a word was
created/ to describe a scene / that contained elements of the sublime and beautiful, / but was primarily
judged as good / because it looked like a painting, a picture: / picturesque. // Tourists ran around,
injuring themselves / while holding up their mirrors / in search of the perfect angle, / not unlike
today.// They did not value nature as such.// They valued the image of nature, imaginary nature.//

Mirrors and pictures are traditionally thought / to present some of the soul of the subject.//

The soul of the selfie is not in the setting. //
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Vocabulary and Phrases
honeymooner PEiciTE satire JEUH
disappointed KLU convex mirror TTaE:
unscenic mERLL RN landscape Eisy
mist-bound FicadIni composition X
looming B3 sublime FE TR
immortal ENEI2) picturesque WD XS, ELW
gorgeous Eiil soul B
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Summary® Fill Blank:

A satire written in depicts a woman on who prefers the filtered image in her looking to real
mountains and , or even to the appearance of her . Convex , Claude-Lorrain glasses, were popular among early
who sought sights picturesque: what looked like . They valued image more than , not unlike tourists today. A

tells more about the taker than the

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
A satire written in 1798 depicts a woman on honeymoon who prefers the filtered image in her looking glass to real mountains and lakes, or even to the
appearance of her husband. Convex mirrors, Claude-Lorrain glasses, were popular among early tourists who sought sights picturesque: what looked like pictures. They

valued image more than nature, not unlike tourists today. A selfie tells more about the taker than the background.




