— Moon-Viewing -

Tsukimi, or moon viewing, / is the Japanese variant of the Mid-Autumn Festival/ which is
celebrated across East Asia. // It began in Japan during the Heian era / when aristocrats made
offerings to the moon, / viewed its reflection in water, and recited poetry.//

It is a festival of Tsukuyomi-no-Mikoto, / the god of the moon, order, and beauty. // Born
of Izanagi's right eye / during purification after the creator god failed to retrieve his wife from the
underworld, / Tsukuyomi married his twin sister Amaterasu / (goddess of the sun, / born from the
left eye of the creating god). // The marriage, however, was not a happy one. // Tsukuyomi was
forever separated from his wife / after he slew the goddess of food, Ukemochi. // He had been
disgusted / by the way she excreted food from her mouth and other places. // He loved only beauty

and order, / and could not bear to see how the sausage was made.* // For this crime, Tsukuyomi was

banished from the heavens / and will never meet his wife again, / even during an eclipse. // Night, it
is said, began with his exile. //

When the harvest moon draws near, / the cereal born of Uke Mochi's body begins to wither
once again. //

To celebrate the festival,/ people gather at locations with a good view of the harvest moon,/
decorate with silvergrass —an emblem of Tsukuyomi—, / and offer him rice dumplings called
"Tsukimi dango." // The dumplings are stacked in the shape of a pyramid, / and "tanka" poems are

composed. // Food is offered to the lonely moon / with prayers for a big harvest and plenty in years

to come. //
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Vocabulary and Phrases
variant L3 disgust e
aristocrat HE excrete BEH 3 2
offering B banish BT 2
recite Bz 5 eclipse H il
purification w#ib exile BT %
underworld IR cereal Y
slay GBETE slew) 3 plenty BE
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Summary® Fill Blank:

is a Japanese where are offered to the moon in hopes of a good
. The Japanese moon god is of the sun, but is from her forever because he the
goddess of after seeing how she . Night began, and the sun and moon

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Moon-viewing is a Japanese festival where offerings and prayers are offered to the moon in hopes of a good harvest. The Japanese moon god is husband of the

sun, but is separated from her forever because he killed the goddess of food after seeing how she produced it. Night began, and the sun and moon shall never meet again.




