— Time Travelers -

A very loose adaptation of Ruskin’s “Sesame lecture” in 1864

We cannot choose our friends / with absolute freedom.// Many treasure
golden memories / of bowing / before a passing princess.// Happier still are they
/ who speak with her, / who hear her heart and all it loves.// Few are born / to
such high honors.//

There are, however, / kings, empresses, heroes and villains / —awful
and awesome alike — / who will, who want, who wait / to tell you truths / that
they hold dear; / if you only grant permission.//

They have written books.//

Writings are bridges / over space and time: / postcards, papers, and
texts bridge space; / monuments, documents, — books bridge time.// Some
books, / like newspapers, / are meant for the moment, / printed for long lineups
and short memories.// Others contain / what history’s brightest men and women

have dared to give us.// A friend in need is a friend indeed, / and their comfort,

commiseration, and wisdom / awaits your need, or mood.// The well-read

befriend the dead.// The well-written become tradition.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] ~ [0&A/ A&Q]

A very adaptation of Ruskin’s “Sesame lecture” in 1864 Question 1: What do writings and books overcome?
We cannot our friends with absolute
freedom. Many treasure golden of bowing before
a passing princess. still are they who speak with her, who Question 2: Why are some books similar to newspapers?
hear her heart and all it loves. Few are born to such honors.
There are, , kings, empresses, heroes and
villains —awful and awesome — who will, who want, who Question 3: Would you like friends from the past? Why or why not?
wait to tell you truths that theyhold __; if you only grant permission.
They have books.
Writings are over space and time: postcards, papers, Ask 1: £ 27 monuments| THHEMZIFETENTIZI W
and texts bridge ; monuments, documents, —books bridge
time. books, like newspapers, are for the moment,
printed for long lineups and short . Others contain Ask 2: Commiseration |2 OWTOERAZHEFETENTL &N
what history’s brightest men and women have dared to give us. A friend
in need is a friend , and their comfort, commiseration, and
wisdom awaits need, or mood. The well-read Ask 3t ATIZANTEIY 72" L AHIET 1 HENTL S0
the dead. The well-written become




Sample Answer 1: They bridge space and time.

Sample Answer 2: They are made for the moment and are quickly forgotten.

Sample Answer 3: Yes. I like old people.
No. Dead people should not talk. It scares me.
Yes, I really want to meet a princess!

No. I only care about the future.

Sample Question 1: What, like books or documents, can connect times?

Sample Question 2: What good is commiseration?

How can anyone commiserate with someone he has never met?

Sample Question 3: How can we know a book is good?
Where have all the good books gone?
Does anybody still read physical books?




