— Honoré de Balzac

The artist's life is full of woe.// One of the fathers of the novel / as we know it now,/
Honoré de Balzac,/ is most famous for Pére Goriot.// He produced his masterpiece "The Human
Comedy,"/ a series nearly 90 novels long,/ and yet he died / before his vision was complete.//

One bookseller in Paris heard of him,/ a young and promising new novelist.// He then
prepared an offer of 3,000 francs/ (about 63 million yen)/ for his next work.// When he discovered/
Balzac lived in a poor neighborhood,/ and therefore was no fashionable gentleman,/ he reduced his
offer to 2,000 francs.// Upon arriving at the residence,/ he noticed that Balzac lived on the top floor,/
the cheapest room/ in the days before elevators.// The price became 500 francs/ until the bookseller
saw/ Balzac dipping his bread in water in his room.// He bought Balzac's next manuscript for 300
francs (6 million yen).//

A thief once broke into his apartment.// Seeing nothing of value other than a writing desk,/
the thief began to pick the lock thereon.// He heard a laugh from the shadowy gloom.// Balzac, awake
in his bed,/ had fixed him in his gaze.// The thief would know why he could laugh,/ and Balzac told
him/ he could naught but laugh/ at how much risk the thief had taken,/ scrounging for some money/
in that desk by night,/ when the owner himself/ could find no cash in it by day.//

Balzac —famous, successful, and poor—/ married his love,/ whom he had first come to

know by letter/ 18 years before.// He died within the year.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

It is hard to be an . Balzac was and and poor. A once lowered an offer of 3,000
francs to an offer of when he discovered how desperate Balzac was for . A thief once
, only to be laughed at by Balzac, who thought it funny a man would search at for money that could not be found
by . He died within a year of his

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

It is hard to be an artist. Balzac was famous and successful and poor. A bookseller once lowered an offer of 3,000 francs to an offer of 300 francs when he
discovered how desperate Balzac was for money. A thief once broke into his house, only to be laughed at by Balzac, who thought it funny a man would search at night for

money that could not be found by day. He died within a year of his marriage.




