- Easter and English -

The most important Christian festival is Easter: / resurrection day; / when Jesus
Christ defeated death, / crushing the devil, conquering hell. // Many important phrases
refer to the Holy Week / before Easter, and the days afterward. //

The Monday before Christ was crucified, / he "cleansed the temple," whip in
hand, / to drive all profiteers off holy ground. // He said / God's house should be a house
of prayer, / and not "a den of thieves." // That Wednesday, / Judas (one of his best students)
/ sold him to the temple priests / for 30 silver coins. // He led men to a garden / where he
found Jesus and kissed his cheek, / but with that kiss, / he marked his God for death. //
"Tudas" means traitor now, / and 30 coins signal betrayal. //

Judas was racked by guilt, / and threw the blood money back / at the temple priests
/ who used the money / to purchase a potter's field / to bury poor or unknown men. // Now
many such gravesites are named "Potter's Field." //

On Friday, / Jesus went on trial. // The Roman governor condemned him / only
when political pressure had forced his hand. // He washed those hands in public / in a
gesture / showing he unwillingly sent Jesus to the cross. // He "washed his hands of it."* //

Then Jesus died, was buried, / and on Sunday morning / left an empty tomb
behind. // He came to some disciples, / ate with them, / and left mysteriously. // Thomas,
another close disciple, / could not believe / until he saw and touched the living Jesus / with

his own two hands. // Some still call sceptics "doubting Thomas." //
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Vocabulary and Phrases
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Summary® Fill Blank:

The most Christian festival is . It celebrates the of Jesus Christ. Many phrases originate in the
before and the resurrection. Judas as " ," 30 silver coins in reference to , and "Potter's
Field" originate in the story of Judas betraying Jesus with a .To" one's hands of" something comes from an incident
before the crucifixion, and the phrase "doubting Thomas" comes from a disciple.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
The most important Christian festival is Easter. It celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Many phrases originate in the events before and after the resurrection. Judas

as "traitor," 30 silver coins in reference to betrayal, and "Potter's Field" originate in the story of Judas betraying Jesus with a kiss. To "wash one's hands of" something comes from

an incident before the crucifixion, and the phrase "doubting Thomas" comes from a skeptical disciple.




