The Midas Touch 1

Mr. Minos Midas runs an electronics shop / on the island of Crete / with

his wife.// He loves to hear / his daughter Ariadne sing / as she stocks the shelves.//

One night, in a fierce storm,/ an old man collapses outside his house.//
Mr. Midas rushes to him,/ and brings him in.// The man is dried and fed,/ and he
asks to stay with the Midas family / until his son can come to get him,/ for he is
old and has lost his way.//

So the old man helps out in the garden,/ and tells old tales to little Miss
Midas before bed.// Then, at twilight on the tenth day,/ as Mr. Midas is drifting off
to sleep / while updating his social media,/ a golden circle beams up from the floor.//
Mr. Midas is face to face with a Daemon:/ Dionysus, golden haired and fresh as

the dawn,/ 15 ft. tall,/ crowned with a living laurel of vines / that grow and shift.//

"You have treated my father well,/ and you shall be treated well in turn.//
I will grant you one wish."//
"I want the touch.../
I mean, the golden touch.../
to turn what I touch to gold."//
"Very well.// So it shall be."//
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Mr. Minos Midas runs an shop on the island of

Crete with his wife. He loves to hear his daughter Ariadne sing as she

One night, in a fierce storm, an old man outside his

house. Mr. Midas rushes to him, and brings him in. The man is dried and fed, and
he asks to stay with the Midas family until his son can come to get him, for he is

old and has

So the old man helps out in the garden, and tells old tales to little Miss

Midas before bed. Then, at on the tenth day, as Mr. Midas is
drifting off to sleep while updating his social media, a golden circle
up from the floor. Mr. Midas is face to face with a Daemon: Dionysus, golden haired

and fresh as the dawn, 15 ft tall, crowned with a living laurel of vines that grow

and shift.

"You have my father well, and you shall be treated well in turn.

T will you one wish."

"I want the ... I mean, the golden touch... to turn what I touch to
gold."

" . So 1t be."

Question 1: What does Mr Midas love about owning a shop?

Question 2: To whom does the old man tell bedtime stories?

Question 3: What does Mr Midas wish for?

Summarize:




* Background knowledge:
The tale of Midas is a Greek myth.

* Q&A Sample Answer

Q1: He loves to hear his daughter sing.

Q2: The old man tells stories to Ariadne, or Miss Midas.

Q3: Mr Midas wishes to turn all he touches into gold.

Summary:
(short)
Mr Midas takes in a stranger, and is rewarded by Dionysius with the gift of

turning all that he touches into gold.

(50-80 words)

Mr Midas runs a small business, and loves that his daughter helps. After
helping a lost old man for ten days, Mr Midas is visited by Dionysus, and
offered a gift. He asks for the golden touch, or the ability to turn all he touches
into gold. The wish is granted.



