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I often use movies and music to study language-

songs have rhythm and your favorite films have a
familiar structure, which can be used to make
remembering vocabulary much easier. Using

subtitles or checking song lyrics on the internet is a

great way to turn a hobby into serious study time;
you can then practice the new vocab in lesson.

I would also remind you that serious study does not
mean that you can’t enjoy it; quite the opposite,

actually. I think that enjoying study makes

information easier to remember, so find a system

that makes study enjoyable for you.
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Keiji is a very smart and motivated student who

has always shown strong enthusiasm for speaking ‘
English. He and | both want to maintain his

fluency, while gradually building his repertoire of
vocabulary and grammar, and so we feel it's
important to practice genuine, two-sided
conversation as often as possible. We focus on
accurate but natural production and have lots of fun.

BERE RARF=Y—br—
REEIT28E. BETEVWTELERVUTME.
HRHPSZE—b, HEIE—®ICFIvY,
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Tim (LLFT): Hello, Keij!

Keiji (L1 FK) : Hello.

T: How are you today?

K: I'm fine. How about you?

T: Not so bad, but | am a little sleepy.
K: Oh really? Why?

T: Well, | couldnt sleep so much last
night.

K: What time did you sleep yesterday?
T: Yesterday, it was pretty late, after 12
o’clock.

K: Oh, that's very late.

T: Yeah, right. Well, tell me. What did
you get up to at the weekend?

K: Weekend? | don't know not yet about
that.

T: No, “What did you get up to?”

K: | don’'t know what that means.

T: Well, if | ask you “What did you get
up to?” That's like saying “what did you

do?” If we talk about a future event like
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just say “what are you up to?” So, we
don’t need to say “get”. But if it's past
tense, we say “What did you get up to?”
You don't really hear it so much in
listening-tests and it doesn’t really
appear in text books so much, but
it's very common in conversation. So,
“what did you get up to last weekend?”
(“What did you get up to?”l&. “ILTW\z
D?"EVWSBRICOVWTEKERERE LK BL. S
BERIGERRICOWTHEGEIFT What  are
you up to?” T, ‘get’ld&fE7R0, “What did
you get up to?"lF KFETlE &KL E NS L)
K: Last weekend | went to Tachikawa.
T: Why?

K: Because my mother bought a new
something. It's secret but....

T: Ah...that's a secret thing, a mystery
item. Oh, | know! Did she buy a new
spoon?

K: No. | think it's quite same.

T: Quite same as what?

vy A
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K: Quite same as the spoon?

T: Oh, so you could say ‘I think it's
quite similar.” If you say “same” you
have to say, “the same”. It means
exactly like something else. If it’s a little
bit, not quite but “a little same”, you
have to say “similar”. It means it’s like it
but not exactly the same. So, it's a little
similar to a spoon?
(“same"#fES1EA 3 the same”lT>T,
CEHSICALBDEVWSERRDEEITFES AU
THESHBAE similar A fESATEL)

K: Yeah. It's so similar.

T: Well, ok. | have no idea so | guess
you win this time. You can keep it a
secret. Ok, so why don’'t you ask me
some guestions now?

K: Ok, do you like bugs?

T: Not really.

K: Why?

T: It depends. Well, they're kind of
gross. | like beetles. Beetles are cool.

But | do not like spiders.



K: Why?

T: | have a fear of them. Do you know
What that means?

K: | don’t know.

T: Fear is like an emotion. When you're
scared of something, you feel “fear”.
When something makes you happy,
you feel “joy”.

(“fear" FRBL LA EMHNEBS L&,
“fear &) "Z2RLUZ L A ELWIEH
Holeh oy (BY) =L B L4)

K: Yeah.

T: Right? So, | have a fear of spiders,
which means I'm scared of them.
(25, “I have a fear of spiders”i&. “7E
DN EVWSERRICRDAT)
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T: OK, | want to check your “My Story”.
Do you have “My Story”?

K: Maybe. Oh, yeah.

T: Let's have a look here. “Last
Thursday, my school had seven
lessons, for.., my first time”?

K: Oh, for first...for the first time?

T: Right. Is it the first time that the
school has had seven lessons?

K: Yeah.

T: Right, then let’s put “the first time”. If
the school had seven lessons before
but it's the first time you experienced it,
then maybe you can say “my first time”.
So, “...because it was not a last head
teacher”. What do you mean?
(zzcld“the first time” 7% & UATICH7
RETEENH > T SELERNTHTTR

FTRIFD, EWDTERS my first time”lC

BEOZRZ-NMIBERELS,
FEVICERLEDNS. TV RESKENHE,

RBNT)

K: The last head teacher go away so
the new teacher come so...

T: | see. So, the new teacher changed
the rules? Changed the system? Then,
you can just say more naturally,
“because we got a new head teacher”.
EFLWRREEN BRI ZEZfcDNVR?Z
NS CFHUWRREEDRIH S EE ST
AHBERIEEK)

K: Yeah.

T: “We” is like the whole school. “That
seven lessons have once a month and
seventh lesson is a committee.” So
“That seven lessons have once a
month.” So, “seven lessons wa once a
month wo moueiru.”?
(COXTIF7TODEEIFBICT@ERF>TL
BTEVWSERICASTLES L)

K: Oh, no.

T: So, what do you want to say?

K: | want to say that seven lessons has
like...is like...

T: “Once a month” is the time right?
So, in that time, seven lessons or
something..., it “ha...”

K: “It happens... " ?

T : Right! “It happens once a month”.
Something happens, right? The lessons
don’t do anything. The teacher teaches,
the lesson just happens. So, you could
say “those seven lessons happen once
amonth” but | think you want to say “the
day with seven lessons”, “the seven-
lesson day happens once a month.”

(* it happens a once a month” 242, %2
MM ET D, ZETRBRS T RENEER
THIETRENELD DS it happensz
ESAT)

K: Yeah.

T: If you said “seven lessons happens
once a month” maybe it could mean in
a month there are only seven lessons.
But you mean “one time in a month”,
“once a month”. So, you can say “That
seven-lesson...” seven dash lesson here

“...happens once a month.” So, “... the

EBCADPBEWTELERIVTME—XTEILFIVY,

[ChiZEALGEKR?|ERENPSOEME,

seventh is a committee.” What is the
committee?

(“seven lessons happens once a
month"& 55 & 17 BIC7T D UHEEL BN
CEI13B, TH EANEWLWDIFTHAIC
1El5H%. WS Efekia)

K: It's kind of like group lessons and
five and six grade children have a lot of
committees. They do a lot of things, like
doing for whole school.

T: It's like kind of a meeting, isn't it? |
think “committee” is a perfect word to
use. So, you say “there are a lot of
topics discuss”. Do you know what
“discuss” means?

K: Means like each other... saying a lot
of things.

T: Talking together and trying to maybe
agree on something or trying to find
some solution to something. Yep! So |
think that's more natural. “... a lot of
topics are discussed in the committee
lessons, such as sports, the environment,
school lunches, and health”.

K: Yeah.

T: So you have meetings about school
issues? Do you know what an issue is?
K: No.

T: The issue is usually just the matter.
Just a thing you have to talk about or
you have to fix or discuss. But issue
sometimes has a negative meaning,
like a problem. So world-issues might
be hunger and war and things that
people have to talk about. So they
might not be big problems, but things
you have to talk about. Then, we can just

put it there. And start a new sentence : “I
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am part of the environment committee.
This committee has a lot of girls”. Really?
It's good isn't it?

K: That's very bad. Because there’s
only five mans.

T: Five boys.

K: Five boys.

T: What is the plural of man? How do
you say more than one man?

(“man” OEHF R MITRZ2MTESH
727?)

K: One man...two mans...

T:No. Not “mans”. We say “men”.

K: Two men.

T: Yes. One man..two men. One
Woman. Two...?

K: “Women”

T : Very good. This pronunciation
changes a bit. Well, “This committee
has a lot of girls and it is very hard.”
Why is it hard?

K: Because there’s a lot of things to do.
The other committees.

T: Oh, more than other committees. So,
“there are a lot more things to do than in
other committees” or “there are a lot of
things to do compared to other commit-
tees”. What does “compared to” mean?
K:“Kurabete”

T: That's right. So, “ this committee has
a lot of girls and it's very hard
compared to” or we can sometimes say

“compared with”.

SVBRABRXICESLDIC. EPEEE
RHILENSRIUTMEEIE,
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K: ...compared with?

T: “Compared with something” but |
usually say “compared to something”.
Ok, | think this is pretty good. Let’s read
it through. Start from the beginning and
try to include all of my little additions
and adjustments.

(“compared with ~"W\WSEKRHH DTN
ELKLESDIFcompared to ~", Uy HiE
UIc& 22080 T RN SBLTHATHE
ShY)

K: “Last Thursday my school had seven
lessons for the first time, because we
got a new head teacher. The seven-les-
son day happens once a month and the
seventh lesson is a committee. There
are a lot of topics discussed in the
committee lessons, such as sports, the
environment, school lunches, health
and other school issues. | am part of the
environmental committee. This commit-
tee has a lot of girls and it's very hard
compared to other committees.”

T: Very nice. That's a great topic.

REFVYRYT
REFSLiEYT

T: Well, let’s just see your workbook. Do
you have it with you today?

K: A textbook?

T: Yeah, get your textbook out. Where
was it... this page. So, ask me this
question.

K: How does your favorite music
sound?

T: It sounds very heavy and it sounds
very powerful.

K: What kind of music is it?

T: It's rock music but usually quite hard
rock music or metal music. Do you
sometimes listen to metal music?

K: | don’'t know what's metal music.

T: One more time. Metal music...?

K: ...what metal music is!

T: Very good. Well...it's a kind of music

that involves quite heavy guitars and

[ChIBEALKR? I [EALFMY? | EE—M—BERXD
RELVAVT. RERAZEPLTV

drums. The sound is quite powerful and
the singer is sometimes yelling.

K: | don't like yelling sound.

T: Well, maybe give it a try and you will.
Ok. Does the music sound awful or
wonderful?

K: Music sounds ...wonderful.

T : Does the potato chip taste salty or
sour?

K: It tastes very salty. Sometimes sour?
T : Maybe both. Like salt and vinegar
flavor. OK. So, you can ask me “Does it
feel “A” or “B”? “"How does it “~"?

K: Ok. How does it taste?

T: It? Pretzels. It's a pack. There are
many. So, “How...?”

(ZZF D2 7Ly YU/ IIc Ao
TWBH5. fcShHdFR.Z5T 5L,
“How...”?)

K: How do they taste?

T: Good. They taste pretty salty. Ok.
That's it. I'll give you a little bit of
homework. Let’s see. Just do this page
next time and for your new My Story,
what is your new topic?

K: Anything is ok.

T: Well, | want you to tell me about your
favorite comic.

K: Comic? | don’t have favorite.

T: Yes, you do. You can talk about your
favorite comic series, maybe not just
a single book; favorite comic series.
And if you can’t choose, you can write
about, two.

K: Ok.

T: Ok, here you go.

K: Thank you.

T: You're very welcome. Thanks. Keiji!
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Each student wants something different,and | try to
deliver that in a way that is both interesting and
fun for them.
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S00—
#—— :May I help you?

(fIhrsBEHTTH?)

May I help you?

7%z —: Yes! I'm looking for this museum. GRFNEBEIETR Y
(3. EPEERLTVET) ZNTL—XF BEETH>TLS
. RRTEETE/LL—ETT.
i, ——: OK, you are here. Go straight and turn left on BEPERNEEECE>T N BETED
the next corner. Go past the bookstore, HEAERDPFES ETRIAL—EPD
. BEDIFTHTILEEL,
and you will see the museum on your left.
< HLEIIBESIIIIIVEIDT. 3-TCEATRDAYEICHB I >T(EE W, > 'ljy;]-:,ry S
AKEBIATBE I EVENLRZTEET
BEATH->TWBRERIDORI]

O Go straight. (-9 ¢35

i#7% —: Thank you very much! 4 4
(RBizphssL51) o ~"

i ——: You're welcome. A O Turn left/right. (/% zdh53)

rywizLiLT
(=t J O Go past ~, (~%B%3Y)
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Popular English Expression wl | hevzzzmniss.

 Tomorrow is another day. |
—BHBrVIBHHB —[AricR)nl &H

Mm@ (AritizEhn) (FERE:Gone with the wind) ®

SAbY—YTEAD RAD—Uyh A NSHED Gk

BR4LLY7TY BkIG Lady : Oh, no! I missed out on the sale

"If we fail or miss out at something, at the supermarket today.

there is always tomorrow to try again. Never give up!, Man : Don’t worry, it's not the end of the world.

SHEALRRIZH>TH BBV IBIBT >TSS, After all tomorrow is another day.
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